A case of limb ischemia secondary to paradoxical embolism.
Paradoxical embolism is rarely considered a cause for acute limb ischemia. Although patent foramen ovales (PFOs) are often seen in young patients with stroke, clinicians may not consider evaluation for PFOs in young patients with acute peripheral ischemia. We present a 47-year-old patient presenting with lower extremity ischemia secondary to paradoxical embolism. This case highlights the importance of evaluating for paradoxical embolism in otherwise-unexplained cases of acute limb ischemia.